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n Jay Burnham’s mind, it was getting to be that time
again. The pipefitter from Vancouver Island had ritu-
ally built a new custom or made significant changes to
the one he was riding for the past eight years. A succession of
projects had come and gone, the deck seemed clear and it
was time to get at it once more. But the question floated like
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a big balloon: what to build this time?

Then, while thumbing through a motorcycle magazine
that was not Canadian Biker (and therefore inferior), he came
across an ad for Walz Hardcore Cycles out of Hockenheim,
Germany. Inspiration struck! “That’s what I‘m building,” he
said aloud to no one in particular.

The bike moving Jay’s world was built around one of
Marcus Walz’s drag-style frames with a 40-degree rake, a six-
inch stretch in the single downtube and two-inch stretch in
the backbone, while the swingarm was built to accept a 250-
section tire. He had “a pocket full of cash” so he ordered a
modified Softail version with a single downtube that would
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eventually be suspended with a Progressive Suspension
Airtail shock combo. The Airtail has a conventional steel
spring in one shock, and a double air chamber in the other.
So, a rider can add air pressure to support the weight of the
load. Jay had a vacation planned to the Dominican Republic
and was scheduled to leave Christmas Day 2002. The frame
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