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Story/photos by John Campbell

We left the Number One
Hwy somewhere near
Cobble Hill, BC, eased off

the throttles and turned onto a leafy
lane that took us past small acreages,
painted barns and rusting hulks. We
were out here to visit custom builder
Marve Brimacombe, but I wasn’t
quite sure where he lived, so Len
gunned his Intruder 1500 SE past my

BMW R1100S to lead the way.
The road grew twistier and more

tree-lined until we hung a lazy right
onto Mile End Road and then a left
up the  long gravel driveway that led
to Marve’s country workshop.
Marve’s custom shop has been a
Cobble Hill fixture for more than 25
years and only one of two businesses
that can claim the distinction of hav-
ing advertised in every single issue of

Canadian Biker magazine over the
past 21 years. The man literally
helped kickstart this publication.

The trouble with Marve is that he’s
an unrepentant country boy and a
stone-cold traditionalist where
motorcycles are concerned—he
seems skeptical looking at the metric
cruiser and the sport Boxer. As he
extends one hand—scarred and mus-
cular from a lifetime of turning
wrenches—he points the other hand
at our bikes and asks with a laugh,
“What the hell are those things?”

We were quite proud of the Suzuki
and BMW ‘til then, but Marve thinks
they’re funny. Once he’s done teas-
ing us for our mounts, he welcomes
us in and takes us through the shop
and toward the back where he’s
putting the finishing touches on a
nitrous-assisted rigid with an S&S
powerplant.

I’m trying to imagine the load on
the unsprung frame when the nitrous
kicks in. How will the Hard Body
rigid with a 34-degree rake and a

Incentive to climb 
Pikes Peak International Hill Climb

officials announced in May that the total
cash prize package for the 78th Race to
the Clouds will be at least $120,000, up
from $100,000 awarded in 1999. It is one
of the largest prize packages ever offered
and is the biggest in at least the last three
years.

The Hill Climb is considered to be one
of the premier motorsports events in the
world—the challenge is to race on the
difficult 12.42-mile course to the 14,110-
ft. summit of Pikes Peak.

Top Fuel rider killed
British Top Fuel rider Chris Hampson

was killed, May 30, in an on-track inci-
dent at the Santa Pod Raceway in
England.

Hampson struck a barrier wall hard at
top speed and was pitched from his
machine. He was rushed to hospital, but
died from his injuries.

Funny Bike rules update
In the International Drag Bike

Association’s Funny Bike class, a rear
wheel bead lock is required on 12-inch
tires or greater. That was the intention of
the rule in the first place, when all Funny
Bikes were using a 12-inch tire and was
not updated for the smaller tires that
show no history of problems. 

Indian signs on
Indian Motorcycle Company of

Cleveland has signed on as presenting
sponsor of the Buckeye Nationals, the All
Harley Drag Racing Association (AHDRA)
event at Norwalk Raceway Park, June 3-4.
It is the first such sponsorship for an
Indian Motorcycle dealership. 

The Buckeye Nationals will be a two-
day event with the motorcycle drag rac-
ers sharing the quarter-mile track with
the speedway’s regular crop of car rac-
ers—another first for the AHDRA.

Spec notice
The Canadian Motorcycle Drag

Racing Association advises all Top Fuel,
Pro Fuel and Pro Drag riders that a cylin-
der head restraint system that meets SFI

specification 46.1 will be mandatory for
the CMDRA 2000 Race Season. The
CMDRA also recommends this specifica-
tion to all Pro-Class Racers for there con-
sideration.

Back to school
Now in his 15th year of NHRA pro-

fessional drag racing, Steve Johnson
and his 190-mph Suzuki Pro Stock
Motorcycle are taking their annual
appearances at US schools across the
nation one step further. 

Johnson calls it his Crystal Ball Essay
Contest. Before his appearance at their
high school, the students are asked to
write an essay on their career goals and
how they will achieve them. But this
time the kids are not writing for only a
grade—the winner gets to spend a day
with the team at the races.

Johnson has added an extra bonus
prize. During the day at the races, the
winner will also get a chance to meet
someone who is working in their cho-
sen profession. So if the winning essay
was on becoming a photographer,
Johnson would introduce the student
to a real professional photographer so
that the student could learn more
about the profession, educational
requirements, special schools, compen-
sation, etc. This gives the student
chance to catch a ‘crystal ball’ look
into the future.

On May 3, Johnson and his drag
bike were in Commerce, Georgia to
visit East Hall High School and on May
4 they visited Commerce Elementary
School. When asked about the pro-
gram, Steve said that they always hope
to accomplish two things. The first is
that life can be lived in the fast lane
without drugs or alcohol, and the sec-
ond is the importance of education. 

For more information about Steve
Johnson’s appearances please contact
Janie Molliston or Kim Savage at (205)
970-9007 or 706-335.

CMDRA Racer Profile

Rider: Rick Bailor
Status: 1999 Modified Champion
Team: Kicker Racer
Hometown: Eugene, Oregon
Owner: Rick and Jeanette Bailor
Rider: Rick Bailor
Crew Chief: Jeanette Bailor
Age: 47
Experience: Four Years
Engine: Sherman Motor Works-built

Delkron cases
Frame: Kosman BT18
Size: Big Twin
Wheel Base: 70”
Displacement: 116”
Tire Width: 7”
Fuel: Gasoline
Backgrounder: 1999 CMDRA

National Champion.
CMDRA 1/4 and 1/8 mile ET/MPH

national record holder.
1999 AHDRA second in West Coast

points, seventh in National points
Future: To go faster
Sponsors: Delkron Mfg., Jim

Sherman Motor Works, Northcoast
Thunderbikes.

More profiles of Canadian Motorcycle
Drag Racing Association riders can be
found on the CMDRA website,
http://www.cmdra.com.

AMA/Pro Star Calendar

June 30-July 2 CHICAGO ILL Trim-Tex Street Fighter Nationals
Aug. 11-13 INDIANAPOLIS, IN Pingel Thunder Motorcycle Nationals
Sept. 8-10 ATCO, NJ Orient Express US Motorcycle Nationals
Nov. 17-19 GAINESVILLE, FL World Finals
For more information about AMA/Pro Star events, contact (256) 852-1101.

Sponsored by
Edmonton Harley-Davidson

DRAG RACING



very functional four-piston, two-
disc Performance Machine brake
setup, drag bars and an Arlen Ness
headlight. The forks have been plat-
ed by Victoria Chrome Plating and
the shiny real estate continues
throughout the bike including the
good ol’ horseshoe tank and boom-
ing Hooker straight pipes. To anchor
the shine, steel braid control lines,
and primary and secondary belt dri-
ves have been added for reliability.

The bolt-on hardware such as the
pegs, the switch gear and controls
are standard aftermarket bits. It’s
when they’re all assembled that the
bike comes out of the box and takes
on its own personality. This is a
motorcycle that, even standing still,
reeks of horsepower. 

Marve is one of the most respect-
ed engine builders around and with
this custom he has taken the S&S
mill, balanced and assembled it,
then tuned it for a bass-heavy line of
midrange power. This custom has
been given the Marve treatment and
now all that remains is for the
owner to decide whether or not he
wants to add a pillion seat.

After a few hours of admiring his
latest creation we decide to saddle up
and push on from Marve’s—however,
not before he fills Len’s ear about his
latest advertising bill—that’s Marve
for you. But, he’s always there for
you, he’s been a supporter of
Canadian Biker for more than two
decades, a rider for the more than a
quarter century, and a close personal
friend of the publisher. I guess Len
can afford to take a bit of abuse from
Mr. Brimacombe once in a
while.
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two-inch stretch handle the sudden input of an equivalent
30 extra horses? Nitrous is a specialty of Marve’s and he
assures me that handling isn’t an an issue. The bike has
been designed for straight line stability and nitrous is
meant to be used only at the top end and with the throt-
tle whacked open—preferably on a straight stretch of
highway free of traffic, wildlife and the damnable radar
traps that are now everywhere. 

It seems the owner wanted the extra punch because he
has been in a bit of a horsepower shoot-out with his
friend. They’re both running big block customs with few
differences to separate their bikes’ roll-on power. The
owner of this custom decided that nitrous was a relatively
benign way of briefly adding a mess of horses to the
engine’s output. 

I wonder aloud about the “benign” aspect of adding a
nitrous system; whether or not the quick, hot burn harms
vital valve train components. While Marve doesn’t say as
much I can tell that he thinks that I’m yet another victim
of nitrous myths. Patiently he explains how nitrous oxide
is made of two parts nitrogen and one part oxygen, and
that during the combustion process in an engine, nitrous
breaks down and releases oxygen. This extra oxygen cre-
ates additional power by allowing more fuel to be burned.
Yes, pressures and temperatures do rise in the cylinders

but the S&S components of the 96 cu. in. engine can eas-
ily handle the brief bursts of power (15 seconds or less).
And, no, there’s no re-jetting required for the NOS hook-
up; the system runs independent of the carburetion.

The NOS bottle sits neatly tucked behind the primary
case and directly under the seat. Its presence there doesn’t
detract from the tapered line that begins at the front
wheel and ends at the tip of Marve’s custom flared fender.
Also fabricated by Marve is the titanium sissy bar, the rec-
tangular tail light and the stretched tanks. 

At first I didn’t even notice the tanks were stretched
because of the sinister graphics. Painting is by Little Valley
and although the flavour of the black layers and the sub-
tleties of the violet flames are engaging, I’m still not sure
what the central figure on the tank is all about. It seems
like some kind of demented court jester with a seriously
bad attitude, and whether you like the salivating, lantern-
eyed bastard staring at you or not, you still have to con-
cede the richness of colour and compelling imagery. The
graphics extend to the engraved primary cover, but
they’re difficult to see until you’re in close.

Once I got past the nitrous and the graphics I began to
zero in on some of the other aspects. The front end, for
example, has been kicked out to a 34-degree rake with six-
inch over forks. The uncluttered front end also features a

The forks have
been plated by

Victoria Chrome
Plating and raked

out to 34 degrees.
The front end has
also been length-

ened by six inches
and fitted with

Performance
Machine brakes.

The bolt-on hard-
ware such as the
switch gear and

controls are stan-
dard aftermarket

bits. But, put them
all together and

you’ve got a cus-
tom in the finest

stroked and
chromed tradition.

Hooker pipes churn
out the spent gasses

and crank out the
big S&S notes.This
is the business end

of a big block
motorcycle that’s

been boosted with a
nitrous system.

Marve Brimacombe
took the S&S mill

out of the box, bal-
anced and assem-

bled it, and dialed it
in for a bass-heavy

line of midrange
power.
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